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Mrs Yvonne Scriven 
Clerk to Chaddesley Corbett Parish Council 
clerk@chaddesleyparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

2nd March, 2020 
 
Dear Yvonne, 
 
Re: Chaddesley Corbett Parish Council Meeting – 2nd March, 2020 
 
Please find my report for reading at the meeting and circulation to Parish 
Councillors. 
 
Chaddesley Issues 
 
As previously stated, I gave a comprehensive update on the A448 issues in my 
October and November reports and therefore have not repeated it here again 
and Paul Green has confirmed that the ‘tigers teeth’, which have now been 
ordered will be installed in the Spring.  When they and the gateways are in we 
can then repeat the speed surveys. Paul advises that the speed limit review in 
respect of the A448 is being progressed to reduce the national speed limit to 
50mph. I should say that due to the flooding issues that has set the timelines on 
the projects back a little. 
 
Regarding the Woodrow flooding issue this is still ongoing but I am chasing Paul 
Green and he has now spoken with NW water management again but they are 
adamant they cannot do anything but I am still pressing for action. I am advised 
that despite the flooding of the last couple of weeks, Woodrow was in fact, not 
too bad. 
 
The additional drain for Rowberry’s will be installed, the date is still yet to be 
confirmed. 
 
The drainage issue opposite the Robin Hood pub in Drayton is still ongoing. 
 
As reported in December and February, I have been made aware of flooding 
issues on Egg Lane in Drayton as a result of water coming off the fields and Paul 
and I held a site visit with local residents on 23rd January, together with Kirsten 
from NW Water Management and they are investigating. This is still ongoing. 
 
The Tandy’s Lane trees issue is still ongoing but I understand that a road closure 
is planned soon in order to undertake some work.  
 



 

I have liaised with Yvonne regarding the damaged Drayton and Belbroughton 
road sign in the triangle on the A448 for repair and Yvonne has advised that the 
lengths man can’t do this and indeed I am now liaising with WCC to ascertain 
where the sign went to. 
 
The flooding/drainage issues on the pavement on the A450 outside Adam Hewitt 
as a result of part of the wall collapsing are still ongoing. 
 
I am aware the A448 flooded on 16th February at the junction of Fox Lane. 
 
I have been made aware of a RTC in Harvington Hall Lane as I have seen 
photos of the two damaged cars involved. I have no further information from the 
police or WCC as yet to clarify the cause of the collision, whether it was speed, 
driver error or a combination of both or something different! 
 
I will pursue Paul regarding the possible resident’s parking scheme at the Talbot 
end of the village. 
 
I have a meeting with Paul Green scheduled in the Parish on 12th March so 
sadly cannot update as much as I would like to. WCC highways have put on hold 
all routine work over the last 3 weeks as a result of the flooding and so Paul was 
not able to meet me any sooner.  
 
Wyre Forest Issues  
 
Work on Kidderminster Train Station continues, with changes to the forecourt 
taking place. The station has recently been demolished. 
 
WCC highways have now started work on the Churchfields site with the creation 
of the spur road off the island which will take traffic out of town. This coming 
week there will be disruption as one of the lanes is closed to facilitate the work. 
 
The additional funding for the Hoobrook island has now been agreed as part of 
the budget and we should see this scheme commence this year to tackle this 
major congestion hotspot in Kidderminster. 
 
Strategic Issues County Wide 
 
As stated in last month’s report, the Cabinet have now approved their budget 
strategy at their meeting on 30th January and are proposing increasing Council 
tax by 1.99% and having an adult social care levy of 2%. The government has 
reduced the capping level for general council tax from 3% to 2% this year. It is 
anticipated that we will collect an additional £14.5 million in council tax income in 
2020/2021 (as a result of an additional 2,500 properties across the county) and 
council tax income now amounts to 81% of our overall income. Due to growth we 
anticipate a further £1 million of income through business rates retention.  
 
Our income, is however, not growing fast enough with our expenditure, given the 
pressures on our demand led services and the ever increasing complexity of 
need in children’s and adult’s social care, together with inflation and the national 
living wage increases.  
 
In 2020/2021 we will be investing a further £13.2 million in adult’s social care 
and £4.7 million in children’s social care and transport. This follows investment 



 

of £14.1 million and £7.7 million respectively in 2019/2020. In addition, £10.5 
million was re-prioritised for children’s safeguarding and placements, which 
makes a total investment in adult’s services of £30.9 million and children’s 
services of £22.9 million over the last 3 years.  
 
We are forecasting a further £14.9 million of other pressures, in respect of pay 
awards to staff and in delivering our corporate plan priorities on highways, 
economy and the environment with inflation and external factors playing their 
part. We also have additional waste disposal costs. The impact of weather 
affects our roads and also the fragmented commercial passenger transport 
market is a pressure.  
 
With these financial pressures that means an additional £32.6 million of pressure 
in 2020/2021, offset in part by £24.1 million of growth in funds less £1.1 million 
use of reserves leaving the Council to find £9.6 million of efficiencies or 
increased income.  
 
Importantly and good news is that there is further investment to tackle 
congestion in the sum of £5 million in 2020/2021 and an additional £6million for 
highways in 2020/2021 and a further £6 million in 2021/2022, together with a 
further £4 million for footways in 2020/2021 and a further £4 million in 
2021/2022.  
 
There is also a £1 million investment for flood mitigation in 2020/2021 and a 
further £1 million for 2021/2022. 
 
There is also a £1 million investment for an LED replacement programme in 
2020/2021 and a further £1 million in 2021/2022. 
 
We will therefore overall set a net revenue budget for 2020/2021 of £344.9 
million. This figure is £346.1 when you add on the use of £1.2 million of 
reserves. The breakdown is £100 million for Children’s Social Care, £57.77 
million for Environment and Infrastructure, £140.3 million for Adult’s Social Care, 
£16.8 million for COACH directorate, £0.45 million for the Chief Executive’s Unit, 
£1.75 million for Public Health and £28.9 million for corporate items ie debt and 
pensions. This means that we are spending 69% of our net revenue budget on 
children’s and adult’s social care. 
 
I can confirm that all of the above as out lined in my January and February 
reports was approved by Full Council on 13th February, 2020.  
 
The precepting authorities set their council tax increases for 20/21 as follows:- 
 
WCC   3.99% 
WFDC   2.33% 
Police   3.94% 
Fire   1.96% 
Chaddesley PC 6.7% 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
If you have any further issues please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
With my best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely,    

 
 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 
County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 
 
Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 
  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 
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